written paper – key elements
a) READING THE QUESTIONS

· Read the question carefully and answer it!

· Underline what they are asking!

· Neat handwriting.  They cannot mark what they cannot read!
b) THINKING

· Thinking as broadly as possible

· Don’t forget about finance, business, ethics, sociology and politics.  It’s not all about clinical medicine!
c) ANSWER CONSTRUCTION

· Lecture note format

· Principle of constructs (= themes)

· Introduction to triads and model mnemonics – how to use them, use not compulsory.  Universal framework.
· Beware, using a single model to structure the answer risks overlooking other important elements in the question

· Linking in the evidence  (authors name not really that important), how to put down the evidence (not just a regurgitation of facts – some critical analysis)
d) OTHER POINTS

· Working in MRCGP study groups achieves better success rates – variety of ideas and thinking from a variety of people encourages one to think more laterally

· Reference book – Modified Essay Questions for the MRCGP Examination by TS Murray.  Good questions, crap answers though
Address concerns and comments.
